Ward visits for medicos from 2nd yr on
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New Delhi® Undergraduate med-
ical students will now get the feel of
being a real doctor ward visits, pa-
tient interaction and evening rounds
— from the second year of MBBS
onwards. vt

The Medical Council of India
(MCI), as part of its new curricu-
1lum for undergraduate medical ed-
ucation, has decided to introduce a
new training or ‘clerkship’ under
which medical students will be at-
tached to resident doctors to ac-
company them during rounds, help
in managing patients and talk to
them, thereby improving their com-
munication skills and help patients
cope better with their illnesses.

wards and clinics. This will make
them feel they are part of clinical

They however, will not treat pa-
tients..

A member of MCI's governing  practice. At present, students don’t

body, Dr Sita Naik said, “The cur- = go to wards. Instead, they are taught
rent medical training is boring anatomy and physiology in
and classroom oriented. We class. According to MCI,
are therefore reviving a medical science attracts

practice that used to ex- the brightest minds but
ist 20 years back in India, does not challenge their
assign undergraduate brains. This practice of
students to wards.” They students assisting resi-
will then help resident dent doctors fell through

doctors with managing
patients. They will, how-
ever, not prescribe treatment
but just assist residents.

Dr Naik added, this will give
them early clinical exposure and ex-.
cite them. Right from the second’
year, students will have access to

in the last 20 years as med-
ical training became more
classroom oriented.
“Maybe it was because too
many students were attached to a
single resident who found it an ad-
ditional headache. Now, we will rein-
troduce the system to make medical

education more clinical based,” Dr
Naik said. MCI governing body
member Prof Ranjit Roychoudhury
said the crucial meeting to finalise
the UG and PG curriculum will take
place on March 29. Union health sec-
retary K Chandramouli will chair
the meeting which will be attended
by top academicians and vice-chan-
cellors.

Speaking to TOI, Chandramouli
said, “curriculum always need to be
finetuned to move with the times.
We will see what important things
are not there in the curriculum at
present. After reaching a consensus,
we will implement whatever can be
incorporated into the curriculuni
immediately while the rest will
be put later.”
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